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THE FOUR BARSTL#DS. By Ogden Nash.

Firsk Bastard:i'm an autocratic ciéizen in these democratic states
I'm/a dendy demonstration of heredltary traits.

As“the children of the baker bake the most delicious bread,
And the sons of Casanova f111 the ilost exclusive beds,

As the Barrymores and Roosevelts end others I could name,
Inherited the talents that perpetueto their fame,
mrpbnttﬁn—tn‘thé-mwtﬂé“bf sodlety T owe ~—

To the ‘Yualities my parents bequeathed me long agoe

My papy was a gentleman = and musicel to boote -

He used to play the piano in a houge of ill repute,

The madam was & lady = a credit to her culte

She enjoyed my father's playing an§ I was the result.

So my mammy and my father are the gnes I have to Thank
That now I am the chairman of the national City Banke

= Zécond lastard: —Tn-—asnay-1tihila. £ ¥ 4 mm:%-i—a—n»ml,ttxla_dg 11, sy
7 dear old fashioned fermer and his daughter used to dwelle - -
She was pretty, she was tender, she was gentle, she was mild, '
And her sympathy was such she was [frequently with child.
The year her hosplitality attalned a record high,
She became the ha mother of an infant = which was I,
~Whenever she was gloomy I could always make her grin,
By childishly 1nquiring who my pappy could have been
The hired man was favoured by the girls of mother's set,
And the traveller Ifrom Brotto was an even money bete
But such were mother's morals, and such was her allure,
That even Roger Babson wasn't altogether sure.
Well I took my mother's morals and I took my father's crust
And I grew to be the founder of.th? @hass Investment Trust,

Third Bastard: In a hard worked llttle chaln gang on a dusty southern road
My late lamented pappy had hils pernenent abodes
Now some were there for murder but Pappy's only fault
Wias an overwhelming weskness for eriminal assaulte.
His philosophy was simple and free from moral tape,
T Seduction 18 Ior Sissies w a meau ewurave Rk T epew——— - - ]
Daddies total list of victims was embarrassingly rich
And though one of them was mammy, he just couldn't tell me whiche
Now I never went to college but I;ﬁot me a degree

I reckon I'm a model of a perfect B.0.Bs

I'm a debit to my country but a dit to my dad, 5
I'm the most expensive Senator the country's ever hade

I remember Daddy's warning that reping 1s a crime

Unless you rob the voters a milli at a time,

Ghorul or 3 Bastards: Oh our pare" s forgot to get merried,
Oh our parents forgot to wed, k. .

Did wedding bells chime, it was ays some time

That our parents were somewhere ir bed. : s

Oh thanks to -our kind loving‘para e gt G2t 1o

We are kings in the land of the frae, ¥ j i

Your banker, your broker, your Waahington Joker,

Three prominent bastards are we,tya la lae

Three prominent basterds are iwee ,
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The Self Appolnted I't an ordinary citizen in these democratic states

Bastard ¢ A pathetic demgnstration of hereditary traltse.
As the children of the cops posaaaa the flattest feet

And: the daughter of a Hussie has q waggle in hor seate

ity position at the bottom of Socigty I owe

To the qualities my parents bequedthed me long agoe

‘Wy-Tather was a married man = and.what 1s even more

He was merried to my mother e a fict which I deploree

I was born in Holy wedlock, conse uently bye and bye :

I was robbed by every basterd -witl plunder in his eye.

I invested, I deposited, I voted avery fall

ind if I made a dollar the bastards took 1t all,

But at lest I learned my lesson and I'm on the proper. track,

I'm a aelf-appointd bastard and I'm out to get it backl. ...
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