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in existence from 1896-1936, was
begun by the English radical
journalist, Henry Hyde Champion.
Initially at 215 Collins Street opposite
the Melbourne Town Hall, it moved to
239 Collins Street across the road
from Cole's Book Arcade. The
manager was Henry's wife, Elsie
Belle Champion, the sister of the
radical and feminist, Vida Goldstein.

William Charles Andrade
specialised in radical literature at 201
Bourke Street. His shop, established
in 1898, became a publishing and
distribution centre for Marxist
literature. Customers included the
gangster Squizzy Taylor and former
ALP leader, Arthur Calwell. Andrade's
also advertised contraceptives and
stocked books on birth control.
Andrade eventually moved to Sydney
then in 1922 sold his Bourke Street
business. The new owner, E.E. Davis,
moved the bookshop to 52 Swanston
Street in 1929 where Andrade's was
finally bought by Allan's.

Sydney Hall opened Hall's Book
store in 1920 having been employed
at Cole's Book Arcade since 1893.
For one hundred pounds he bought a
small bookshop in Chapel Street,
Prahran. By 1932 he had opened a
bigger store at 371 Bourke Street.
Both shops attracted browsers,
second-hand bargain hunters and
shoplifters wearing large coats with
concealed pockets.

Art critic, Robert Rooney, sold
children's books at Hall's during
1958-73. A female colleague in the
School Department at Prahran
rebuked him for reading children's
books all the time - she felt that he

ought to grow up! An out-of-tune
piano kept the Music Department
shelves upright. In winter, staff sat on
a pot-bellied stove to thaw out, and
damp sawdust on the floor was
meant to settle the dust.

Just as each bookshop
may be seen from
many different angles -
its staff, the sorts of
books gracing its
shelves, the ambience
- the labels may be
admired for their

colours and designs.

Reg Hall, manager of Hall's
printery, in a glass-walled office
above the ground floor was dubbed
‘Big Brother'. Jack Bradstreet, who
later made his name as an
antiquarian bookseller, was a
colleague of Rooney at Hall's. After a
takeover by publisher Thomas Nelson
in 1979, Hall's closed.

Peter Piper bookshop began in
1944. It was an extension of the
business of Tim the Toyman, the first
specialist toyshop in Melbourne, and
founded by the Atyeo family in 1935.
In Regent Place (now the City
Square), it was a double-fronted shop
next door to the toyshop. Two thirds
of sales were children's books.

Both shops used radio advertising,
particularly the '3UZ Peter Piper
Book Parade' and 'Tales of Tim the
Toyman'. According to former
accountant, Alan Coventry, the
passing trade comprised most of its
customers. Card records of book
purchases by individuals and family
groups facilitated personal sales.
Beverley Hampton, with Tim the
Toyman from 1947, managed Peter
Piper until1962. Peter Piper closed by
1971 having been taken over by
Burns Philp.

Hampton had begun her career at
the Myer Book Department, and
joined Peter Piper following army
service. Later she managed the
children's department of Hatchards in
Piccadilly, London. Returning to
Australia she was manager of The
Literature Bookshop at 87 Collins
Street, Melbourne from 1967-1977.

Barbara Petley was trained by the
doyen Melbourne children's
bookseller, Margareta Webber.
According to her brother, David
Petley, Barbara managed Webber's
bookshop during 1951-1964. She
opened her own small bookshop,
Magic Casements, at 29 Carpenter
Street, Brighton in 1964 with her
cousin Hazel Fagg. Her father,
Horace, had sold educational books
for Robertson and Mullens.

At least 25% of Magic Casements'
stock was children's books and many
titles were sold as book prizes to
local private schools. Petley's dog,
'Fred', guarded the front entrance
and sometimes spoiled the usually
excellent customer relations by
snapping at shoppers' legs.
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